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award with the utmost rigour, leaving, at the same
time, such inducements to deviate from the letter of
it, that some were occasionally found tripping, so
as to forfeit our guarantee, and to give Bajee
Rao a claim to our assistance towards their reduc-
tion. The case of the Rasteeas, veiy powerful
southern jageerdars, is a notable instance. While
urging to us the necessity of chastising their con-
firmed obstinacy and refusal to furnish their full
quota of troops, Bajee Rao was privately assuring
the family that he had no design to ruin them,
and thus encouraging their resistance, until their
utter destruction was finally effected by our
agency.

By the year 1813-14, the uniform prosecution
of this crafty policy had succeeded in effecting the
consolidation of the Peshwa's authority over the
whole of his Poona dominions; it had also filled
his treasuries, as well by bringing into them the
large revenue before appropriated by individuals,
as by the rigid exaction of fines and penalties.
Until these domestic objects had been attained,
foreign affairs did not seem to occupy much of his
attention; to them he now began to devote him-
self. The Peshwa's government had, indefinite
claims on the Nizam; amongst others, one foi
chout on the revenue of nearly his whole domi-
nions, originating in concessions made in an how